Forms of inhibition in animal and human learning.
Forms of inhibition were identified in human predictive learning that are qualitatively similar to those identified by P.C. Holland (1984) in rats. When P (positive) signaled the outcome and PN (N = negative) signaled the absence of the outcome, participants learned the discrimination, but the negative cue did not suppress responding to a transfer cue. Post-learning reversal training, in which N was followed by the outcome, did not abolish the original discrimination. These 2 results imply a configural form of inhibition. Negative transfer, which indicated a 2nd, elemental form of inhibition, was observed when neither PN nor N were reinforced during the discrimination stage. Under these conditions, negative transfer and the original discrimination were both abolished by individually pairing N with the outcome. Empirical parallels and differences with the animal conditioning literature are discussed.